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06" September 2016

Hon Ranil Wickremesinghe
Prime Minister,

Prime Minister’s Office,

No.58, Ernest de Silva Mawatha,
Colombo 7.

Dear Sir,
Legislation on Campaign Financing

We appreciate your proposal, as Prime Minister and leader of the United National Party, for
imposing a ceiling on spending by candidates during elections. We hope that you will act this
nroposal a reality by introducing fresh legislation to limit spending before the next local authorities

election.
Your proposal is especially important in the context that the next election will be conducted under

a mixed system of ward and proportional representation system. The absence of a ceiling on
campaign financing is bound to have a direct impact in determining the public mandate at the

election.

01: The amount of money spent by a candidate for an entire local government area during the
past elections,is now slated to be spent for a ward which is spread only across a small area of one
or two Grama Niladari Divisions. It could amount to buying votes at the end.

02: In the absence of a ceiling for spending, persons who are competent and committed to work for
the good of the people, may opt out of politics if they do not command money power.

03: In the absence of measures for control over spending, individuals with ill-gotten wealth will
enter politics with their money power. Coupled with political power, they will further their anti-

social activities for monetary gains as the eventual outcome.

04: In the absence of measures to control spending, candidates will be compelled to spend their all
earnings or to accept financial donations from businessmen for financing their propaganda
activities. In return, these candidates, upon election to office, will look for ways and means to

regain their wealth or to help campaign-time sponsors to make money.
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05: A stiff competition will be unavoidable among candidates in a given village area for propaganda
activities in the absence of campaign financing laws. It will lead to unnecessary conflicts.

06: By legislating on campaign finance activities, youth and women candidates can be encouraged
to contest the elections as there will be a more level playing field for them.

07. Sensible laws pertaining to campaign finance and the use of such funds can minimize damage
on environment through various propaganda activities.

If the campaign finance laws are not introduced, the purpose of introducing the new electoral
system for local elections will not be served to the expectations of potential candidates whose
services are needed by society and therefore not meet the expectations of the society itself.

Legislation that imposes a ceiling on campaign financing has been implemented successfully in the

countries in the region. Such ceilings have been introduced in proportion to the number of voters
living in the area concerned.

As a step towards a new political culture in Sri Lanka, we kindly request you to legislate on
campaign financing.

Yours Sincerely

&

——

Rohana Hettiarachchie
Executive Director
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